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By CHETBURCEETT
Post Reporter

WACO — A line has been drawn

. in the dirt here, with supporters of
indicted McLennan County Dis-
trict Attorney Vic Feazell on one
side and those who think he is, as
one woman said, “as guilty as a
| snake” on the other.

- Feazell is an ordained Bapt:st
minister in a Bible Belt town
boasting the world’s largest Bap-
tist university. This is a place

where resi-

dents could
well be ex-
pected to
shake their
heads and
cluck at the
apparent fall
from grace of

a high-profile

politician.

‘ - But there’s

= ~ faith in Fea-

FEAZELL _ zell here, and
Retribution? despite his in-
dictment by a federal grand jury
on charges of taking bribes to fix
cases, the disirict attorney retains
widespread support among those
‘who believe in his innocence.

r:Many see the accusations as a set-

alpF"eazell maintains the 18-month |
“investigation leading to his arrest
“last week was politically motivat-
- ed, retribution for his criticism of
’.the Texas Rangers’ and other law
" enforcement agencies’ handling of
. ‘confessions given by serial killer
Lee Lucas.

Ethics questioned

Almost two years ago, Feazell,
35, was saying Lucas could not
have committed some of the kill-
1mgshe confessed to and he gues-
' tioned the ethics of a speciar™
Ranger task force that obtained
‘the statements. His comments —

. and the Lucas case in general —
brought CBS’ 60 Minutes to town |

| to interview Feazell.

' But the federal prosecutors who

i obtained the indictment against

! Feazell say it's not a setup, that
' the indictment and upcoming trial

2;— at which Feazell will face a
-maximum of 90 years in prisen
and possible fines of more than
- $500,000 — will speak for them-
 selves.

. The indictment alleges a
‘lengthy series of bribes, deception

, and fradulent campalgnreports It

| lists specific cases, dates and

+ amounts for bribes. Tt lists cases
. and specific pohce agencles Fea- i
! zell allegedly mis]

.+ But that’s not encmgh to faze
. supporters of a man who once
tln'nedcrmcismofhlsnﬁcemtoa ‘

b " bumper sticker pmmomm |

[

o~ on e e
o e S T

14A /The Houston Post/Sun., Sept. 21, 1986

/aco d|V|ded

as siege moun

on ‘Fort Feazell’
Indicted DA claims setup

ts

. Visitors screened

~ Soon after Feazell took office,

' he transformed what had been an
‘open office, where attorneys and
| media representatives could wan-

. der at will, into a closed operation
. with a receptionist to screen visi-
ctors before they were allowed to |
;pamthroughalockeddbormtoa ‘

./ Secure inner sanctum.
| Crities soon were calling the
 office “Fort Feazell.”
- Feazell supporters responded
$with a bumper sticker that told the
unty to “Support the Fort.”
A campaign fund-raiser for the |
t — he is facing a Repub-
,lican challenger in November’s |
election after defea ting a primary

_supporters.

. Atthehotdogaﬂairatthefalr
grounds, Feazell took the stage
~and sang his version of “Your
Cheating Heart,” dedicated, he
said, to the federal prosecutors
. who sought his indictment.

¢ At Ira’s Restaurant on Waco |
\Drive, the folks drinking coffee |
.are free with their judgments.

‘Big political deal’
Sl thmk it’s a big political
deal,” said Rlcky Laughlin, 27. “T
think Vic Feazell is a good district
‘attorney. I'll vote for him,

© ““When you got the Texas Rang—
.ers on you, something is going to
‘happen.”

- Donald Bolridge, a 39-year~old
lineman, agreed.

. “Seems like they been picking
von him awhile. He's the best we
'had around in a while. He seemed
::ta be fair and honest,” Bolridge
said.

| Eddie Robertson, 37, said he at-
‘tends church with Feazell, and he
- believes the case is “‘a lot of pro-

Pa; =
. “‘He stepped on a few toes and
‘'mow somebody’s getting back at
<him," Robertson said, adding that
he behevesFeazellwﬂlbefound
‘innocent.
. ““Half the people around hm*e
'say, ‘Yeah,ﬁlwasm(tbe]ury),
T'd find him not guilty.’ =
i “(Jurms) won't know whether |
the is true or somebody
the deck against him,” he

3
:
3
3
2
vE




:.!.?J



