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The McLennan County district at-
torney who first discovered faults in
confessions by accused mass
murderer Henry Lee Lucas Tuesday
said things happening to citizens in
Texas today under the auspices of
- the Texas Department of Public
Safety ‘‘smacked of Nazi
Germany.”

In testimony not allowed to be
heard by the jurors, Vic Feazell said
Col. James Adams, state director of
the DPS, “is the most powerful man
in the state, more than the
governer.”

Feazell was one of four witnesses
whose testimony, either all or in
part, was not allowed to be heard by
jurors in the tria] of an $18 million
civil lawsuit filed by Orange County
Sheriff James Wade against L.
Charles ““Chris” Dorbandt, former
Orange area office sergeant, and
Col. Adams.

Feazell said Adams learned his
trade “‘at the feet of (the late FBI
director) J. Edgar Hoover,” for
whom Adams served as deputy
director. Feazell said when he first
discovered that Lucas’ confessions
could be faulty and that Texas
Rangers allegedly coached him into
making them, his revelations
brought down the wrath of Adams
and the DPS.

What followed, Feazell said, was
an investigation begun against him

that inetnedend harassiment, ileond

wiretaps and rumor-spreading.

A federal grand jury convened in
Austin in August is still investigating
him, Feazell said.

Jurors were not allowed to hear
Feazell’s testimony and that of other
witnesses because it was not directly
relevent to the lawsuit Wade has fil-
ed, according to the judge hearing
the case.

Feazell said his problems with the
DPS began when he had Lucas taken
to Waco to investigate confessions
into three murders. While there and
out of custody of the Texas Rangers
task force, Lucas was given
polygraph tests. Those tests reveal-
ed deceptions by Lucas, who ended
up recanting many of his previous
murder confessions.

Feazell said he claimed publicly
something to the effect that what
had happened with Lucas was
‘“‘unethical or improper — and those
words came back to haunt me.”’

He said he asked Col. Adams to
personally take over the investiga-
tion into the Lucas killings, disband
the Ranger task force, form a new
one and get to the bottom of the
situation. If Adams would do so,
Feazell said he would disband his
own grand jury, convened in April
1985, that was investigating the mat-
ter, in order to assist in “'saving face
for law enforcement.”

“Col. Adams was not receptive,”
Feazell said. In the same meeting,
Feazell asked whether Adams had

suthorized  an investioorionn

Feazell himself and was told it was
true, the McClennan County DA
testified Tuesday.

He said Adams wouldn’t tell him
what he was being investigated for
and said although he understood the
DPS did not conduct investigations
for retaliatory purposes, by ‘“‘every
indication that’s what it was to me.”

He said he also discovered the FBI
was involved in the personal in-
vestigation in which he found
evidence of illegal tapping of his
telephone.

Feazell said that at one point,
Adams asked him how the DPS
could get Lucas back in custody in
Georgetown (where he was kept
before going to Waco) so officials
could go on to “‘business as usual,”’
which Feazell said he took to mean
back to clearing murders by Lucas’
confessions.

Feazell said rumors that began to
be spread about him included such
things as him taking payoffs not to
prosecute DWIs and even accused
him and his wife of throwing nude
swimming parties, although the two
did not have a pool.

“I think the hardest part to live
with (because of the investigation)
is the misinformation and rumor
mill,”" he said.

Wade’s attorney, Harris Butler,
asked if the alleged harassment o
Wade when he was a DPS trooper,
who allegedly was vocal in his
eriticism of DPS policy was similar

“It’s very indicative of the way the
DPS responded in handling me,”
Feazell said.

He said he saw Col. Adams at the
McLennan County courthouse
before Adams was due to testify to
the grand jury and Adams was “‘ob-
viously upset to see me.” Feazell
claimed Adams made a statement to
the effect that “more is in store for
you.”

He also said a Texas Ranger had
told him he would wish he had never
been born.

“It’s been frightening,” Feazell
said. “I considered not even coming
here today because I know I'll pro-
bably get myself in deeper.”

Outside the courtroom, Feazell
said he came to Wade’s trial volun-
tarily in hopes that enough people
will hear of Adams’ methods.

““Jim Adams ought to be fired,” he
said, ‘“‘and the DPS revamped.

“The majority of troopers are
good, solid, law-abiding people, but
it only takes a few rotten apples to
spoil the whole barrel.

“I support the DPS, but not
Adams.”

Similar testimony came from Pat
Barber, Mitchell County district at-

torney, who said a 1989 investigation -

inte jail beatings there turned up two
state troopers who would not come
ferwardawith what he helicved to be
the truth.

After receiving no response to his
offorts to have the troopers tell the

Staff photo by Dave Cruz .
LIVING MEMORIAL — Members of the Junior Historians-Young Scien-
tists Club at Bridge City Junior High School sort out markers to be placed
with trees being planted on the school campus as a Sesquicentennial pro-
ject. Seven of the trees will honor the crew of the space shuttle Challenger
who died when the craft exploded during launch. The markers with the
names of the crew members will be placed below the selected seven trees.
The markers are being placed by, (from lett) Wendy Slaydon, 11, sixth
grade: Charlotte Stout, teacher and club sponsor, and Kim Titus, 14 etghth
grade. The club was agsisted By Wl Murt of Peisd oo 7 4 eitain o Y
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