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McLennan County District Attorney Vic Feazell,
acquitted on bribery and racketeering charges,

ic 1, Feds O

Lawyers fear retaliation from vmdlcafed

Sunday, July 5, 1987 .
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says of attorneys who testified against him: P
take any of them on. Fist or baseball bat.”-
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~i " WACO — Scme gu-s never learn. T
"For five weeks, the career and future of flamboyant Mc-
. Lennan County District Attorney Vic Feazell was in jeop-
- drdy as he's Tial onjederal charges of racketeering and
. When the jury cleared him of the charges, foes hoped the -
- trial would soften the confrontational tactics and sometimes
- arrogant manner of the controversial Feazell. .- . » o
codbdidnt et T e BRI
2. “Screw them,” a weary Feazell said of federal prosecutors ™
- two days after his acquittal.- = .. w0 T P I P Tat
" “They took their best shot at me this time and they had to
- fabricate a"case. I'm not” going to do anything to get into
.. trouble. They'd just have to make it up ‘again. They didn’t
-, win last time. What makes them think they’d win this time?”:!
- About attorneys who testified against him and those who
 fear retaliation in future dea ings with the district attorney’s”

...... e

- office; o ‘ PR
T {1 any of them would agree to mutual combat, no charges
" filed, T1l take any of them on, ” Feazell said. “Fist-or, .
* - baseball bat. I'd be pleased. But I'm not going to hurt an
+ Innocent party over the situation.” S el
" In his first week back on the Job, Feazell also demanded. -
- that Waco Police Chief Larry Scott, with whom he has
; feuded in the past, be fired. - R
:  Local attorneys call it vintage Feazell behavior. -
- 1 Feazell, 36, an ordained Baptist minister in his second
- term as district attorney, said federal and state lawmen
s were out to get him because he debunked the numerous
i confessions of convicted' murderer Henry Lee Lucas and
* embarrassed authorities. Federal prosecutors said Feazell
- was taking bribes to dismiss cases. . R T
5. “We had hoped — for better or worse — that when this -
< trial was over, all of this would be put behind us,” said Ralph
; Strother, a Waco defense attorney. “The only place he wants
< to bury the hatchet is between the eyes of certain people.” -
- = In the past, attorneys have claimed that Feazell had an
7 enemies list — allegations that Feazell and his staff have
w—=repeatedly denied. Now, fresh from vindication in a trial,
© they say retaliation by Feazell is a distinct possibilityT==-




. list that doesn’t exist — that he’s going to retaliate and heis
, going to do it in any number of ways,” said Russ Hunt,

: = longtime Feazell foe. :

;,. Feazell's combative style is the reason many attorneys
- fear retaliation. -

 That’s apparent in the lobby of “Fort Feazell " the name
* coined by local attorneys to describe his third- floor court-
 house office, On the bulletin board is a “Go Get Em Vic!”
- bumper sticker. Since the jury’s d 1smn a new one bas been

: put alongside it: “Vie 1, Feds 0.4,

+  The investigation against Feazell began two years ago
..amid allegations that he was taking bribes. According to the

* scheme outlined by federal prosecutors, certain attorneys
:-were charging ezorbitant fees to defend persons on driving
: while intoxicated charges. Some of that money, according to

. testlmony by Waco attorneys Dick Kettler and Don Hall,
--was given to Feazell in return for dismissal of the charges.

 Two days after the trial, an unshaven and visibly tired
i Feazell sat behind his desk and said the ordeal of the two-

“There’s a fear among certa:n attorneys in town — on t%a

“'year investigation and five-week trial was unbearable. at'

* times.

“There were plenty of times that I would wake up'in the
- middle of the night wondering if I would be able to see my
~little boy grow up,” he said. ’

 Feazell has always been a controvexsza] fxgure He por-
* trays himself as a populist at election time, quotes the Bible
-often and has a courtroom style that takes full advantage of
* his evangelical training..

». His problems began, he said, when he was ‘able to prove ,
- that Henry Lee Lucas, convicted of a handful of murders, -
v was lying when he confessed to hundreds more around the
: nation. Lucas, Feazell said, couldn’t have been in plac

< where the Texas Rangers said he was. ’
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% Feazell said the findings of the grand' Jury embarras
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“investigators and bureaucrats ‘and they retaliated by trying
. to. framé him. Federa] authorities say the -cases- agains
".Igtz;‘azfell were unrelateq to the Lucas Investigation.” | . -

| e,\,was'indict,ed last Sept., 17. Five days before the 1986
‘genex _a,z!;_'elegction,v federal authorities released:{o the press the
- Warrant detailing the search of hishouse and office. .
‘He‘_v?végs"te}elected.‘g S :

- Thencame the trial, 7L
<. 0nce ‘ii;was;_taken out of the hands of

the:bureaucx"a‘i‘ts and

~given'to 13 ;people who could use their common sense, they | ..
. threw it out” he said, “It’s another David and Goliath story. |
'--’The‘:sy.'stem-didxjx’,t do this tc me. The government didn't do |

.

. "For: the future,"Feaze]] says he won't be iébkiﬂg to seek -
‘revenge against attorneys who testified against him or those -
who have bickered with him, - . SIS

- avben. they: come in, they're probably not going to be

tically. - - -

- Attorneys said they thought the case was airtight. Many
 said they knew of the bribes for years, although none of them
| participated. Attorneys who testified against Feazel]
; couldn’t be reached for comment or declined interview re-
i quests, - ' B i

“I doubt they made anything up,” said attorney Hunt. “It
| WHS comrmon knowledge.”
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| {Another Waco lawyer, who asked not to be named in this
i story, agreed, :




“A guy would come in, and you'd tell him it'd cost $400 to

i handle kis case and he could expect probation,” he said. “The
- guy would call back a week later and say ‘So-and-so said-he
cquld make the DWI go away for $3,000.I fold him to take
hls business there and get the best deal he could.”
Paul Gartner, who faced Feazell in two general electlons
and lost each time, said he’s taking a wait-and-see attitude.
“It remains to be seen,” he said of possible repercussions
from the decision. “I’m gomg to keep doing what 1 always
do.” - .
- Others weren't as optxmxstlc
- “I think some guys are just going to be told to show up far
»‘mal ” said the unnamed source. “They won’t be offered any

plea bargains for thexr chents They’ll just be shut out. They
xmght aswell closeup.” -

- In the past, Feazell has been mentioned as a possible
candidate for higher office. Feazell says he’s only interested
in being a district attorney now but admits that supporters
have approached about running for attorney general.

Hunt thinks those plans have been destroyed by the trial.

“I don’t think Vic can win a state election,” he said. “And I
don’t think that anyone would appoint him to anything.”

_Strother wants peace in the courthouse but doesn’t think it
will happen.

He cites as an example Feazell’s call for the resignation of
Police Chief Scott. Feazell says Scott wastes time on small-
time cases — like recent drug and theft stings — and doesn’t
put enough emphasis on violent crime.

. Scott says he’s not surprised by the remarks.

- “He’s been saying that for eight years,” Scott said. “If he's

h got a problem with the way I'm doing things, he needs to

take it up with the city' manager or the City Council.”

Scott says Feazell drops cases if minor problems are
found rather than sending them back to Scott’s department
for further investigation.

“We just want our case prosecuted,” he said. “We don’t

Tre if it's Vic Feazell or Donald Duck doing it. But as long

ap I'm chief, he’s not going to run my department.”
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