THURSDAY
Oct. 2, 19867

TV movie may air on triple murders

By DARRELL DUNN
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Warner Bros. Inc. has purchased the

rights to make a television'movie about the
Lake Waco triple murders case based on

the book Careless Whispers by Da]las au-
thor Carlton Stowers.

The movie tentatively is scheduled to air
during the 1987 television season and will
be two to four hours long, said Vicky
Bowles, vice president of Vicki Eisenberg
Public Relations, a firm representing'the
book’s publisher.

Careless Whispers, pubhshed by Taylor

Publishing of Dallas, is scheduled to be.

released in hardback Oct. 31.-
Ms: Bowles said Carla Singer of Warner

Bros. Inc.has been named executive pro- .

ducer of the movie project.
~Ms. Bowles said Ms. Singer is a fprmer
vice president of drama and development

~for CBS telew.sxon where she was responsi-

ble for developmg televison shows “Mur-
der, She Wrote”, the new “Twlight Zone”
and “Scarecrow and Mrs. King.”

“Ms. Singer said she was especially in-
terested in the atmosphere of the town fol-

lies of the victims were portrayed in Care-
less Whispers,” Ms. Bowles said. -

Three teen-agers — Jill Montgomery~,
and Raylene Rice, both 17 and from Waxa-
hachie, and Kenneth Franks, 18, of Waco —
were found stabbed to death at Lake

Waco’s Speegleville Park on July 14, 1982.
After a lengthy investigation, David

- Wayne Spence, Muneer Mohammad Deeb,
“Anthony Melendez and Gilbert Melendez

were arrested and charged with the mur-
ders.

Spence was found guilty of the murders
of Miss Montgomery and Franks and was

sentenced to die for both. Deeb was found
guilty of planning a murder-for-hire
scheme and sentenced to die. The Melen-
dez brothers turned  state’s  evidence,

pleaded guﬂty and each received two con-

- current life prison sentences.
lowing the murders, and the way the fami- = .

“It says to me that it’sa story people are
interested in. Of course I'll be more inter-

- ested when the book gets-out to see what
the people think about it,” Stowers said.

‘“Warner Bros. is a pretty reputable
production company and I don’t think they

- would do anything to disappoint me as far
- as how they handle the screenplay," he

said.

Carol Buch, advemsmg and pubhc1ty
manager for Taylor Publishing, said a con-
fract has been signed with the Preferred
Choice Book Club for Careless Whispers to
be a main selection latér this year.
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