Jury finds Spence guilty of murder

By DARRELL DUNN
Tribune-Herald staff writer

BRYAN — An 85th District Court jury
took about 414 hours Thursday to find
David Wayne Spence guilty of capital
murder in the July 1982 Lake Waco stab-
bing death of Kenneth Franks.

_Spence rolled his head but said nothing
| when the jury returned its verdict,

During closing arguments, an emo-
tional McLennan County District Attor-
ney Vic Feazell asked the jury of six men
and six women to believe the testimony .
_] of Anthony Melendez and Gilbert Melen-

dez. The brothers testified that they,
along with Spence, participated in the
Tapes of Jill Montgomery and Raylene
Rice, and the murders of the two girls
and Franks. i

“We don’t have to be out there with a
video camera and get a picture of David
Spence running that knife into Kenneth
Franks,” Feazell said. |

“The people out there were David
Spence, Gilbert Melendez and Anthony

-Melendez. We didn't have Billy Graham
or the Pope out there to come in here

and tell you what happened. We have to

80 with the witnesses that were there
and saw what happened,” Feazell said.

On Tuesday, Gilbert Melendez testi-
fied he saw Spence grab Franks by the
throat and begin pushing him while stab-
bing Franks in the chest.

Defense attorneys W.W. Vance and
Walter Reaves asked the j ury not to con-

.Sider evidence concerning the murders

of Miss Montgomery or Miss Rice, and to
concentrate on evidence directly linking
Spernce to the murder of Franks.

- “Mr. Spence is being tried for the
death of Kenneth Franks, not the death

of Jill Montgomery or Raylene Rice,”
Vance said. “He’s not on trial here today
for those deaths, and we ask you to focus
your attention on the testimony involving
Kenneth Franks.”

Vance and Reaves asked the jury to
consider the reliability of the Melendez
brothers’ testimony. They pointed out

-that both brothers had prior felony con-

victions, and both had admitted lying in

- early statements to police concerning

the lake murders. Vance and Reaves

Please see SPENCE, Page 7A
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