


Jury finds Waco driver
guilty of manslaughter

O From Page 1B blood indicated a blobd-alcohol

level of 0.24 percent. A test run by

) testified Tuesday
that he was eastbound on La Salle
and was turning north onto Eigh-
teenth, and had a green, protected
turn signal when he entered the in-
tersection.

To counter the two surprise de-
fense witnesses, assistant McLen-
nan County District Attorneys
David Deaconson and Dennis Gar-
vey called two police officers who
investigated the accident, and
Richard Wayne Charlton, the di-
rector of traffic operations for the
city of Waco.

Both police officers said the
traffic lights were functioning
properly the day after the acci-
dent.

Charlton festified that his office
received a complaint that tne
lights at the intersection were
“hung” on Dec. 24, but that the
cause was a defective car detector
on Eighteenth immediately south
of the intersection. The detector is
what triggers the light cycle for
traffic on Eighteenth, he said.

Charlton also testified that there
was no way the turn signal and the
lights for on-coming traffic could
be green at the same time.

Buckner, 35, testified he drank
five beers in two hours but ‘was not
drunk when he was involved in the
accident.

“At five (beers), I am not intoxi-

 cated,” Buckner festified. He said

it takes six or seven beers before
he starts to feel the effects of the
alcohol and about 12 before he is
“beginning to get drunk.”

When Deaconson asked him how
many beers it would take to get
him “drunk,” Buckner said, “18.”

Department of Public Safety
chemist Charles Mott testified
Wednesday that a test he con-
ducted on a sample of Buckner’s

a Providence Hospital lab techni-
cian indicated a blood-alcohol level
of 0.31. Ty

Under state law, a person is con-
sidered legally intoxicated with a
blood-alcohol level of 0.10 percent.

Five people who were with
Buckner a few minutes before the
accident testified that he did not
appear drunk or affected by alco-
hol. . ‘

Involuntary manslaughter is a
third-degree felony punishable by
two to 10 years in prison and a fine
of up to $5,000. Clark said Buckner
is eligible for probation. -



