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By DARRELL DUNN
Tribune-Herald staff writer

A 54th District Court jury deliberated
about 45 minutes Wednesday before find-
ing Clifton Eugene Belyeu guilty of capi-
tal murder in the Dec. 10 slaying of Melo-
die Bolton of West.

Two acquaintances of Belyeu and his
wife testified Wednesday afternoon dur-

ing the opening of the punishment phase

that Belyeu beat his wife on several oc-
casions and professed to be demon-pos-
sessed.

fhds Bed

Belyeu, 27, of Cleburne, faces either
the death penalty or a life prison term,

The same jury of seven men and five
women that found Belyeu guilty of the
stabbing and shooting death of Mrs. Bol-
ton will answer two questions that will
determine Belyeu's punishment.

The jury will be asked if Belyeu com-
mitted the murder deliberately with the
reasonable expectation that Mrs. Bol-
ton’s death would result, and if there is a

probability that Belyen will commit

criminal acts of violence that would con-

stitute a continuing threat to society.

_ If the jury answers yes to both ques-
tions, District Judge George Allen will
sentence Belyeu to the death penalty, If
the jury answers no to either question,
Allen will sentence Belyeu to life in
prison. !

McLennan County District Attorney
Vic Feazell called five witnesses during
the punishment phase Wednesday after-
noon. Feazell said testimony will con-
tinue Thursday, and it would be late
Thursday or Friday before the jury

begins déijberations \dn B‘e’lyeu’s punish-
ment. ol

As spectators filed into the courtroom
Wednesday to listen to final arguments,

McLennan County Sheriff’s Department

deputies used a hand-held metal detector

to inspect the spectators — including
members of the Bolton and Belyeu fami-

lies and members of the news media —
for concealed weapons,

In arguments Wednesday, Assistant

Please see BELYEU, Page 6A
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