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Pair who questioned Lucas’ role

says their plight’s been ignored

By DARRELL DUNN
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Bob and Joyce Lemons, the Texas cou-
ple who were the first people to question
officially the murder confessions of
Henry Lee Lucas, are looking for some-
one to help bring an end to an 1l-year-
long nightmare.

“I think the reason that to this day
Joyce and I have not been able to get any
help on this is that we were never por-
trayed as the people who went out and
uncovered this sham,” Lemons said in
Waco recently.

“In Hugh Aynesworth’s story, you'll no-
tice, “The Times Herald discovered, and
in the Channel 8 report it’s, ‘a Channel 8
investigation reveals that ...’

“The truth of the matter is that we
were the ones who went out and did all of
that stuff but no one knows it,” he said.

The Lemons’ oldest daughter, Deborah
Sue Williamson, is the first murder vic-
tim listed as killed by Lucas in the Texas
Rangers Homicide Task Force chrono-
logical report of around 200 murders the
Rangers at one time attributed to Lucas.

Ms. Williamson was murdered outside
her Lubbock residence on Aug. 24, 1975,
two days after Lucas was released from

a Michigan prison where he had com-
pleted serving a prison term for the mur-
der of his mother.

The Lemons say that by May 1983,
they had managed to put their daughter’s
murder behind them when they received
a call from the Lubbock police telling
them that Lucas was responsible. The
Lemons said it became clear the mo-
ment they heard Lucas’ confession that
the drifter was not the murderer.

The Lubbock Police Department’s
insistence that Lucas was responsible
needlessly opened up old wounds,
Lemons said.’

Circumstances surrounding Ms. Wil-
liamson’s murder always have been diffi-
cult for the Lemons to understand.

Lemons said that on the day of Ms.
Williamson’s funeral in 1975 his family
began receiving harassing telephone
calls and that his two younger daughters
were threatened at school.

“Finally, it came to a point in Septem-
ber 1975 when the Lubbock police told us
they didn't feel they could protect us any-
more. The school called and said our chil-
dren couldn’t attend anymore,” Lemons
said.

Within 24 hours the Lemons family
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Henry Lee Lucas is now a Death Row
inmate

moved out of Lubbock, eventually relo-
cating in a rural area near Gainesville,

“We lived like we'd fell off the planet
Mars for nearly nine years,” he said.

“We really were doing pretty well in
getting our life back together, and then
they came along and dumped Lucas in
our lap. That just started it all over
again. It just rekindled the whole thing,”
Lemons said.

“We went back to Lubbock (in 1983)
and found out that it wasn't over. There
was nothing different, outside of them
saying that this guy did it, who couldn't
possibly even have known anything about
the murder.

“They had to know. The stupidest per-
son in the world would have had to have
known that Henry didn’t know a thing
about this murder,” he said.
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