‘I fight

like

Rocky Balboa,’

Feazell says

By DARRELL DUNN
Trpune-Herald statl writer

Dustrict Allerney Vic Feazell
may be able Lo write the script
{nr Rocky V. Al the end ol 1985,
~e cluims lo bear battle scars
and puls tumsell in the same
ning with the fighter of movie
tame -

“This year has been a tri-
.mph in many areas. Bul I've
taken some lumps. I've gol my
scurs, I ight lke Rocky Balboa.
I stick my face out there and
luke some punches, bul [' be-
iieve I'll get the last punch in”
teazell said recently from his
office in the courthouse annex.

The district allorney's land-
murks in 1983:

e The successful prosecution
of Muneer Mohammed Deeb
and David Wayne Spence in
1685, wrapping up lhe Lake
Wico triple murder case.

® The mention of his name in
Lhe past year in connection with
a federal grand jury investiga-
lion.

The federal probe reportedly
centered on allegalions of im-
propriely ranging from taking
bribes to ordering the burglary
of offices of prominent Waco al-
lorneys.

e The bringing lto Waco, to
face a Mclennan County grand
jury, of dnfter llenry Lee
lLucas, who at one time claimed
lo have murdered hundreds of
pwenple bul later recanted.

The distncl atlorney said he
bhegan having concerns about
l.ucus’ confessions when lLucas
said he commutled the 1981
murder of Dorothy Collins, a
one-lime Waco prostitute whose
body was found near a (ruck
stop on Interstate 35 north of
Waco.,

Feuzell said the county was
nolding a strong suspect in the
Collins murder, but when Lucas
mude his conflession Lhe suspect
slopped cooperaling.

Feazell met with state Altor-
nev General Jim Mattox and
discussed  the  Lucas confes-
sions, On Apml 11, Feazell and
Mallox begun a grand jury
probe of Lucas' conlessions in
three  unsolved  McLennan
County murders. The investiga-

lion  broughl attention from’

throughoul the country Lo
Waco.

Four months later, the grand
jury no-billed Lucas in the Lhree
murders, and l.ucas was taken
to Death Row in the Texas De-
partment of Correclions' Elis
[1 unit.

During the grand jury ses-
sion, queslions were raised
about the validity of Lucas’ con-
fvssions and aboul the methods
used by the Texas Rangers
tiomicide Task Force.

Al one point Feazell said that
ne believed Lhe Texas Rangers
may have acled unethically in
dealing with Lucas. During a
sews conference at the McLen-
nan County courthouse, Lucas
said thal the Texas Rangers
had aided him in making [alse
conlessions,

In May, Feazell said that De-
partment of Public Safety di-
rector Col. Jim Adams had ord-
ered 3 Department of Public
safety investigation of Feazell
and his office in retaliation for
the Lucas grand jury probe.

Adams will not confirm nor
ceny whether he ordered an in-
vestigation of Feazell, but
denies he ordered a “retaliato-
rvinvestigation,

e Beginning in mid-June,
WFAA-TV (Channel 8) in Dallas
began airing a series of reports
aboul Feazell. Television re-

porter Charles Duncan ques-
tioned Feazell's handling of
drunken-dr: = 2-and drug pos-
session cases,

Duncan said that he had
learned that the FBI was inves-
tigaling Feazell and a “hall-
dozen delense allorneys in
Waco, looking into how they
handle DWI cases.”

The reports said that DWI
suspects in MclLennan Countly
had gollen cases dropped after
paying “about $3,000" to particu-
lar Waco attorneys. The reports
implied Feazell had knowledge
of the payments, and possibly
received a cut.

Feazell denied involvement
in bribery, but in July, Assistant
US. Atllorney Jan Patlerson
confirmed that a federal grand
jury investigtion of Feazell had
been ongoing for several
months. Ms. Palterson has de-
clined lo discuss specilic allega-
lions thal have been raised
against Feazell,

Amid rumours of imminent
indictment, Feazell on July 15
announced he would seek a sec-
ond term of oflice in November
1986, Al the same news confer-
ence, Feazell said he had hired
Auslin atlorney Roy Minton lo
represent him during the fede-
ral grand jury investigation,

Curiosily aboul the first-term
district allorney began 1o snow-
ball at mid-vear.

e Feazell was featured in sto-
ries in the Dallas Morning
News, Dallas Times llerald,
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and
Austin Amenican-Stalesman,
lle was featured in lelevision
reports on Dallas television sta-
tions WFAA (Channel  8),
KDFW (Channel 4) and KERA
(Channel 13). The WFAA re-
porls were subject of a /2 maga-
zine fealure Lhat questioned the
credibility of Duncan's reporl-
ing.

® In September, “80 Minutes™
correspondent. llarry Reasoner
hegan inlerviewing people in
Wauco and Austin for a piece on
Feazell, Lucas and the sur-
rounding conlroversy. The show
has yel lo air, but a source in
the district atlorney's office
said he was told by somcone
from CBS, the nelwork on
which "60 Minutes™ airs, thatl
the Feazell episode would be
shown Sunday.

® In November, Ms. Paller-
son took custody of Waco bur-
glary suspect Clvde Kelly Jr.,
and Feazell said thal he had in-
formation thal Kelly was being
offered a plea-bargain agree-
ment and money lo fulsely les-
Lify before the federal grand
Jjury investigaling Feazell,

Feazell said he believes Ms.
Pallerson is allempting lo lie
him to the burglary of Waco
law offices, bul she would not
comment,

® On Dec. 3, Feazell mailed a
letter lo the U.S. Justice De-
partment 1n’ Washington, D.C.,
formally lodging a complaint,
and asking for an invesligation
ol an alleged conspiracy to vio-
late his civil rights.

In the complaint, Feazell al-
leges the conspiracy was de-
veloped under the direction of
Adams, and said that Ms. Pal-
terson, Waco Police. Chiefl
Larry Scolt, DPS intelligence
officer Run. er and an un-
known FBI agent were involved
in obtaining purgured testimony
from Kelly.

A Justice Department
spokesman said Feazell's alle-
gations are being reviewed and
that the case has been assigned
to the criminal section of the
civil rights division.
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