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‘Staff writer

COVINGTON. La. — After a
last-minute plea by the local sher-
iff, a special grand jury last week
refused to act on charges that a de-
tective who closed the books on
four slayings by blaming them on
Henry Lee Lucas had lied about
evidence supposedly hinking Lucas
1o the erimes

The same grand jury earher had
tossed out the four murder cases
against Lucas and had spent the
past several weeks considering evi-
dence that the detéctive, Edgar
McGehee. 56. had falsified docu-
ments and given false statements
to incriminate Lucas

Early in March. as the grand jun
was \xmdmg down its probe.
MeGehee and another deputy who
assisted 1n the Lucas mvestigation
were demoted from the rank of de-
tective and assigned 1o the sheriffe
el dwision.

MeGehee, a 31-vear veteran whao
i dess than @ vesr away from hie
like]y retirement date. is serving as
a court bailhiff, and his partner es.
corts prisoners back and forth be-
tween the jocal jail and the
courthouse

The sherift of St 'I‘ammany Par.,

b Par Canulette. has not re-
sponded to frequent ml < about the
demotion:

Paul Kty the speca! prosceutor
whn headed Lhu £rand Jury invest

caton nta MeGehes s handhing of
1§1<~ L Cswdd b had pre
pared ent o andhietmens

-
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Grand jury refuse

against McGehee alieging perjury
and malfeasance. !

However. after Canulette made
his last-minute appearance., Kat
said the indictment was “‘preter
mitted.” meaning the charges wer¢
being overlooked or -allowed 1
pass without official notice.

“The grand jury. ... Some pecs
ple wanted to indict, some peopie
didnt want to indict,” Katz sai.
“Under the law, that means H'?
pretermtted.”

The special prosecutor expla’zmu;
that Louisiana law dictates that >
least nine members of the gran.
Jury must concur to return a tris
bill (indict) ... or no bill. A mamg
may be prewrmmed by a vote of
least nine members of the gran]
Jury. or as a conseguence of ?'f
failure of nine members of th2
grand jury to agree on a findinc
That's what happened in our cast |

The local sheriff has avoited
making public statements  abo
the grand jury investigation B,%
his chief criminal deputy. Waliac ¢
Laird, who also was invoived 11
the Lucas investigation. suid “ws
stand behind him (McGehee) af)
ter it became known in Nove mth’
that McGehee had invoked hif
Fifth Amendment rights agains
self-incrimination when he wus
questioned by the grand jury

The four S{ Tammany Pun:.
slavings cleared by McGehedo wer
touted by the Texas Ranpger tasi
force that coordinated the nator
wide nvestgation mnmto the hor
dreds of kiilings attnibuted 1 L
ey before he began to res

many murder confessions—early
last year.

When the task force's work and
the credibnlity of the Lucas confes-
sions were challenged in a series of
articles appeaning in the Dallas
Times Herald, the Rangers fre-
quently pointed to the Louisiana
cases as support for their work.

sayving McGehee had assembled ir-

refutable evidence of Lucas’ guilt,
something missing in virtually all
of the other Lucas cases.

Texas Rangers said McGehee's
‘evidence” included a Lucas fin-
perprint at the scene of a homicide,
the hair of one slaving victim that
had been found in a Luecas-owned
automobile. a ballistics report that
tied a weapon found at Lucas’ sis-
ter's home in Maryviand to ansather
mmurder. a pubic hair belonging to
Lucas found on one vietim. and
WO EVeWHNEYRes,

Ranger Sgt. Bob Prince, for 13
maoenths head of the task foree in
{reor rEClov . Texas, called McGe-
heo “one of the best investgators
we've run oanto” and task foree
member Jim Boutwell, the sheriff
of Wilhamson County, said, “He's
uncanny — the way he made those
cases.

Even Col.
the Texes Depemmem of Public
mafely and the Texas Rangers, of

ren mentiened the Lucas finger-
print when the accuracy of the Lo
Casnvestgalions was guestioned
Thes ve got that fingerprini
Ao there, said ~\dzxm\ in 1983
Im L'mmu Ju ry's

probn discredit
s evidence

Jim Adams, head of

Dallas Times Herald

s Lucas case action

B The fingerprint mysteriously
disappeared. After the Times Her-
ald obtained a copy of a Louisiana

State Crime Lab report saying the

fingerprint was not Lucas’, McGe-
hee could no longer find the print.

B The grand jury learned that
the gun Lucas supposedly used in
1978 to kill a deputy sheriff — an
1865 ‘mode! — could not fire the
type of bullet that killed the
deputy.

B McGehee's “evewitnesses”
said they never told McGehee they
could place Lucas at the scene of
one of the murders.

B Both of the hair samples were
Judged by experts appearing before
the grand jury to be inconclusive
evidence.

Katz, the special prosecutor, con-
templated bringing criminal
charges against the detective after
chiscovering that he apparently had
ited in an affidavit he made when
applving for a search warrant in
New Mexico. McGehee said in the
affidavit that Lucas had led him to
the severed head of one vicum and
the bodies of three others in St.
Tammany Parish. The grand jurv
was shown evidence that on the
day the head was found, McGehee
was in Hawah on vacation, and
that the other three bodies had ali
been discovered long before Lucas
had ever been arresteqd.

The physical evidence McGehee
cluimed to have developed consti-
tuted more than ha { of all the evi-
denee accumulated against Lucas
i more than 210 killings attributed
vo tam by the task fora
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