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By TOMMY WITHERSPOON
Tribune-Herald staff writer

An attorney for Vic Feazell called for-
mer television reporter Charles Duncan
2 “master craftsman in the art of distor-
tion” and said Duncan conspired with
vengeful law enforcement officers to
ruin the former McLennan County dis-
trict attorney’s reputation:

Attorneys in the libel suit Feazell filed
in 1986 against Duncan and the Belo
Broadcasting Co. laid out their cases
Tuesday afternoon during opening state-
ments to a 19th State District Court jury
of nine women and three men.

Feazell is seeking $52 million in dam-
ages he claims he suffered when Duncan,

a former Channel 8 reporter, produced a
10-part series beginning in June 1985
about Feazell’s performance in office.

Belo attorney John McElhaney told ju-
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Conspiracy by media, officers alleged

rors that Duncan began his series after
receiving news tips about Feazell, whom
the attorney characterized as a contro-
versial, flamboyant figure who sought
and often gained the news media
spotlight. B

Duncan’s series was nothing more than
fair reporting on a public official, McEl-
haney said, adding that Feazell is suffer-
ing from “kill the messenger’”’ syndrome.

Duncan, who is now a Dallas private
investigator, is expected to be the trial’s
first witness when testimony begins at 9
a.m. today.

Feazell’s attorney, Gary Richardson of
Tulsa, Okla., said he will prove that Dun-

can met in April 1985 with Department

Feazell, who resigned as district
attorney in September 1388, was
apquitted by a federal jury in Aus-
tin after a six-week trial. .

McElhaney said the federal in-

~vesiigation and “rumblings” of
wrongdoing by Feazell staried
months before Duncan became in-
volved. He said it is “ludicrous” for

of Public Safety investigator Ron Boyter
and former Waco police legal adviser
Bill Johnston, who is now an assistant
U.S. attorney in Waco. He said he also
will prove the three plotted to smear
Feazell’s credibility.

The meeting took place at a Waco mo-
tel roorn and predated the start of a state
and federal investigation that resulted in
Feazell’s indictment in September 1386
on federal racketeering, bribery and
mail fraud charges, Richardson said.

He said the men conspired to ruin Fea-
zell for his role in conducting a grand
jury investigation in Waco that began to
unravel the bogus murder confessions of
Henry Lee Lucas, once thought to be this
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nation’s worst mass murderer. |
chas’ recantations of his more than
600 murder confessions embarrassed the

Texas Ranger Task Force that had custo- -

dy of Lucas during his confession fest,
and certain officers, with Duncan’s help,
set out to “defuse” the impact by destroy-
ing  Feazell’s credibility, Richardson
said. :
Richardson said each segment in the
series, which will be played for the jury,
contained “false, malicious and defama-
tory information” that Duncan carefully.
crafted to attack Feazell’s reputation.
Richardson said Feazell never would
have been indicted if Duncan had lived up
to accepted journalistic standardsjand
ethics. Richardson likened Feazell to a
“boxer with his hands handcuffed behind

him with no ability to fight back” in de-
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Feazell will

Feazell to try to link the Lucas in-
vestigation to Duncan’s series or

the federal investigation.

~ “Itis all very interesting, but it
-1s just a shaggy-dog story,” McEl-
haney told the jury. “Trving to link
together séparate and mdependeiﬁ
news stories and to have this great
conspiratorial attitude about it
that €bannel 8 was a1l part of this
great conspiracy is Judicrous.” -
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