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AUSTIN (AP) — After the
prosecution wrapped up its
case, a federal judge refused ;
a defense request to dismiss |
bribery charges against |
MecLennan County Distriet At-
torney Vie Feazell.

At the end of government
testimony Thursday, defense
attorney Gary Richardson
asked for the dismissal, saying
prosecutors had not proven
Feazell accepted bribe money
as the indietment charges.

U.S. District Judge James
Nowlin refused, saying he
would let the jury make that
determination. |

Pat Murphy, former felony
division chief under Feazell

. who was the first defense
witness, then testified that the |
Waco office sometimes used |
“‘desk-drawer probation” just
as other prosecutors do. 1

Murphy said that from time
to time, Feazell’s office would |
tell a defendant in misde- |
meanor cases that he would

hold the file for maybe six
months and then dismiss it if
the defendant had caused no
more trouble. §

But earlier government |
witnesses said Feazell had put |
some drunken driving files in
his desk drawer and dismiss-
ed them later in return for a
share of the legal fees charg-
ed by some Waco attorneys.

- Murphy also said the office
 used a “speedy trial waiver”
procedure in a similar:
manner,

“This was not an effort to
defraud anyonme,” Murphy
| said. “If at the end of six
months a person had not got-
‘ten into any more trouble, we

 would dismiss it.””
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