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Feazell revising policy
after lawyer’s accusation
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was
forced to pospone it during his
preparation for the capital murder
trial of Edward E. Graf Jr.

Feazell was acquitted of all
charges but was placed on pro-
bated suspension for two years
after the local bar grievance com-
mittee found “just cause to believe
that Feazell received funds from
lawyers representing criminal de-
fendants and expecting leniency

cerity. You and I both know that
you would like nothing better than
to see me lose my law license, un-
less it would be to see me go fo
prison, die or be sold into slavery.”

Waco attorneys Ron Moody and
Ken Crow, who were involved in
the federal investigation of Feazell
and who were said to be on Fea-

zell's “blacklist,” said the list has
not interfered with their abilities

to represent criminal clients.

Waco attorney Gary Butler, a

Tribune-Herald staff writer

violations for his refusal to
negotiate plea bargains for
clients of at least eight at-
torneys in criminal cases.

In a letter to Feazell
Russ Hunt threatened to
 file a grievance against
him if his office does not
| change its policy of “black-
| listing” certain attorneys
by not accepting plea
agreements for  their
clients.

 Feazell
revising
protocol

Court policy to change
after lawyer’s accusation
By TOMMY WITHERSPOON

A Waco attorney has accused McLennan
County District Attorney Vic Feazell of ethical

for their clients,” and for callin former Feazell assistant who testi- = = =

R i i € fied against him at his trial in Aus- e Joix offlce, DAY Melennan
Feazell wrote to Hunt, “As you till said the list has forced him to ngxf week, itgwi]l be obvi. County District

are aware, the present plea-bar- take his “game to another ball- ous that you are intention-  Attorney Vic

gain policy was adopted by this of- Park” by practicing civil law al- ally and knowingly violat- Feazell (above)

fice after consultation with my at- 1OSt exclusively. z ing your duty and responsi- reworks

torney and staff. “As long as I knew that I was bi]ity in spite of your cur- Procedure after
““We researched the issues in- excluded from the plea-bargain renty conzli)ﬁons of proba- being

volved and found no legal or ethi- Process, which is an integral part tion.” Hunt wrote, “It will threatened with

cal impediment to implementing a ©Of the criminal justice system, I then be necessary for me @ grievance by

policy which would protect mem- Was hesitant to accept a criminal to file a formal grievance lawyer Russ

bers of this office ... Feazell Trepresentation,because it took any against you. I would cer- Hunt (below).

wrote.
Such a policy would mean cer-

plea advantage away from han-
dling any potential client. After all,

tainly prefer not to be
forced to file such a griev-

tain individuals “coul a1t 90 to 95 percent of all cases are :
with at arms length utxl absnaf‘n‘ixer lslgj‘:l.dled by plea bargain,” Butler ;gﬁ? gfvn ?jléecnoslgg e
hich would not hardship : whose rivalry wit
upon their clients,” Feazell wrote, Feazell, who said the new plea- 30 e i e
. for the protection of myself, bPargain policy will not be “any- ‘ Hunt r gresented con-
iy staff and for the public good hng earthshattering” 'encour- | rehez yieq ‘murderer David
5 ages attorneys to plead all the Wavie S Serce. also ot
‘Hunt said the policy whereby his Cases they can before the new o 3‘1725 of gle letter to Waco
clients and those of the other attor- Policy goes into effect in June. att%rne L Brady,
neys affected must plead guilty in _“It is 1ot that this is a new poli ehairma of he focal Stats
open court without benefit of a &Y necessarily, but it is the first Bar grievance committee
prosecutor’s recommendation on ftime that everything has been re- ek 2 ond glmth‘ State District
punishment is too risky, especially duced to writing, so my office and tomie o 4oe George Allen ;
in first-degree felony cases where the defense bar will understand | 5 the ng said h% sent the copy to Brady so Feazell
ihe Frange in punihsgment is from gggpl?ﬂf’sgl,’,hgéi“zg]fggges on plea e e
five to 99 years or life in prison. aling, : 1 su i ; i A
oI can't. sign a blank check fora "It will promote consistency and ?tedea Eﬁg@% 33 }?&?t?;l 1£t¥e£h ok N P
client and could not in good faith Severely limit the types of cases | ynean  Feagell who denied his office has ever had a
plead him in an open plea to the We Will engage inplea bargaining,” blacklist against certain attorneys, said that he
court, It is borderline, if not an he said “Everybody is being o= formul% e “]mmedy Jlea-bargain®
Cthical violation, for the DA's of treated the same as of March 1, | O & L OE R B B o iomevt are e
fice to put my client in such a posi- @nd we are encouraging all de- it lyi i tiations with his fyh
tion,” Hunt said, - fense attorneys to plead as many e eq]llii geltx:l]jlllli%ioto '(\)rlt]assm cific (feta(i:lz about the
Feasell said he would not re. Of their cases as possible between | Bay- | € R0 N RS S e unveiled June
spond to allegations of ethical MoW and the time we institute this = L Py |
violations because “it is obvious neW limited plea bargain policy. DS ™ wp ywant to praise Vie for reconsidering his
what his intentions toward me ‘It Will help reduce the backlog |  said ¢y and deciding to modify it in an appropri-
are.” and allow some of the defense dl- 3t raamer’ Hunt said. T thik Vie e
In his letter to Hunt, Feazell tOrneys tonegotiate on their cases | p will 2red his policy because he got the letter. It was
wrote, “In addition to your letter Presenily pending rather than | 1doa g nrd.and-fast policy before he got the letter
being a {hreatening and coercive being suddenly blindsided b the | 5 said.  and afier he got the latter, it was 1o longer poli
i i insin. new policy,” Feazell said. 2 goutne i ger po
ultimatum, it also smacks of insin ers in cy. It makes me think that the letter prompted
3 ORI, = S ° . o the the change in policy.”
sen 10 ghdn. coign tampernng ln. This  Feazell told Hunt by return letter that his of-

rade who live in
, Falls, Freestone,
wennan, Milam and

fice had a different plea bargain policy only for
those attorneys he thought he could not trust
after they cooperated with federal authorities
in the prosecution of Feazell on bribery and
racketeering charges. He said he has been for-
mulating the new policy since December but
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year’s contest will be held in the stu-
dent union of the University of Texas
on May 6-7.

Complete results in the competition
€ spent more than  were not available late Saturday.
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