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McLennan County district attorney
candidates Vic Feazell and Paul Gart-
ner sparred in a relatively calm debate

- Thursday sponsored by the Waco J ay-
cees.

Feazell, the Democratic incumbent,
said his office has had the highest
felony conviction rate in the state the
past iwo years and has returned $2
million in hot check collections to mer-
chants and collected $1 million in mis-
demeanor fines in 1986,

“I've been your DA for almost four
years, and during that time we've put
together a record we're pretty proud
of and one I think most of the people of

McLennan County are proud of ... T've

made crime pay for the citizens of
McLennan County and not the crimi-
nals,” Feazell said, e :

Gartner countered that McLennan
County needs a district attorney who
can work closer with law enforcement
agencies, can speed up indictments in
pending cases and is tougher on drug
prosecution.

“As your district attorney I will help
coordinate the activities of ail law en-
forcement so that we can have a coop-
erative effort to combat crime in
McLennan County,” Gartner said.

“The crime problem is too big for
Mr. Feazell,” Gartner said. “It’s too big
for me, by myself. We've got to have a
cooperative effort, and I submit I'm
the only candidate that can work with

all federal, state and local law enforce-
ment agencies to combat the growing
Grime problem.’}- - Meed W et

Feazell said he does not have a
problem with individual police officers
in the Waco Police Department, only
with Chief of Police Larry Seott. He
said he could not have compiled his
felony conviction rate without the help
of the street police officer.

“I've won three elections for this job
and I feel T will win a fourth. If the
chief of police can’t get along with me,
then the City Council needs to get
them a new chief of police,” Feazell
said.

Feazell and Gartner disagree about
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