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McLennaniCdunty DA | |
tells of re-election plans

By DARRELL DUNN
Tribune-Herald Stati Writer !

District Attorney Vic Feazell, announc- o
ing his bid for re-election, said Wednes-
day he has hired an Austin attorney to
represent him in conn tion with a fede- |

ral grand jury investigation. & 1
The announcement that he will seek a §

second term came amid speculation he |

soon may be indicted by a federal grand

jury. :

Feazell said that because of the inves- §
tigation, he has hired Roy Minton as his
attorney, and is referring questions about
the grand jury probe to Minton. =54
~ “This thing has gotten serious enough i
with the allegations being made, and T
felt it was necessary to retain (a lawyer). |

“I'm a country lawyer. I don't know i

_ about that high-level stuff,” he said. f

~ “] think everybody in this room knows
an investigation exists and I think they
know why this investigation exists.”

He said the grand jury probe was initi-

ated as a retaliatory “witch hunt”
prompted by DPS director Col. Jim
Adams, as a way of getting back at him
for his criticism of the Texas Rangers
Task Force’s handling of Henry Lee
Lucas. e Pl
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dered because of the Lucas
probe. He said he’s been followed
and his telephone has been tapped.
He said persons have dug through
his and members of his staff's
trash looking for information
about him.

In announcing for re-election at
an afterncon news conference,
Feazell said, “I want to put to rest
any rumors that, number 1, I am

resigning, or number 2, that ’'m

not intending to run for re-electwn,
or that I'm intending to run for any
higher office at this time.”

Accompanied by Milton Wilson,
his campaign treasurer, and Gene
Evans, McLennan County Demo-
cratic Party chairman, Feazell ad-
mitted the timing of his announce-
ment wastied to the recent disclo-
sure that a federal grand jury in
Austin is investigating him.

“One reason I made this an-
nouncement today is so that every-

body would know that I will not be

run from office. If T leave this of-
fice, it will be because the people
of McLennan County make that
decision,” Feazell said.

Feazell won election to the dis-
trict attorney post in 1982, after de-
feating former McLen:nan County
District Attorney Felipe Reyna in
the Demoeratic primary, and Re-
publican Paul Gartner Jr. in the
general election.

In the past three months, re-
ports have ‘surfaced that Feazell is

under investigation by the FBI,
Department of Public Safety and
Waco Police Department.

On Monday, U.S. Attorney Jan
Patterson confirmed that she has
initiated a federal grand jury in-
vestigation of Feazell.

Craig Reid, McLennan County
Republican chairman, said Repub-
licans feel compelled to offer 0ppo-
sition to Feazell’s re-election bid in
1986.

“Things have  drastically

changed,” Reid said Wednesday.
“At one time, we did not plan to
challenge Mr. Feazell, but we have

entered a recruitment phase now
and there is considerable interest

‘now in finding a candidate.”

Reid declined to name anyone
the GOP is considering, but specu-
lation has centered on Reyna, who
switched to the Republican Party
last month, and former State Rep.
Rollin Khoury, the first Republi-
can to win a countywide office in
MeLennan County.

Reid said that since the filing

«deadline is not until February, he

does not expect an announcement

of a Republican candidate in 1he

near future.

“We are looking at if, and we
want to be ready to offer a
choice,” he said.

Feazell was asked if he believes

the Republican Party will mount a
gampaign.

“Not unless they want to lose,
But if they want to spend the
money, let 'em bring it on. It’s

Zood for the economy. If the elec-
tion were' held today, I think it
would be an overwhelming victory
(for Feazell). People stop me on
the street to let me know that I
have their support. I've never seen
the kmd of support I've got right
now,” Feazell said.

Evans stopped short of giving
Feazell his endorsemeni on
Wednesday.

“If Vic Feazell is the nominee m
May, he’ll wholeheartedly have my
support, as whoever the Demo-
crats choose to be their candi-
date,” Evans said.

During the news conference
Feazell listed what he believes are
his major accomplishments as dis-
trict attorney.

“T have a record that I'm proud

to be able to run on, regardless of
what some out-of-town reporters
might have fo say about me and
my office,” Feazell said.
- “It's my office that successfully
solved and suceessfully prosecuted
the (Lake Waco) triple murder
case to a conclusion. It’s my office
that was eventually sucessful in
putting the dangerous criminal
Eroy Brown back into prison.

“It’s my office that looked into
the problems with child abuse and
child sexual abuse in McLennan
County. It's my office that in-
creased hot check collection in
McLennan County to the point
where our merchants are proud of
the hot check collection depart-
ment.



“My office looked into sexual
molestation of children in the
Waco Independent School District.
We did something about that,
where in years past that was a
subject that everybody else was
afraid to broach,” he said. x

Adams has neither confirmed
nor denied the existence of a DPS
probe of Feazell, but has said “the
department does not conduct an
investigation unless there is a
sound basis for one.”

A McLennan County grand ]ury
earlier this month ne-billed Lucas
in three unsolved McLennan
County murders.

“For the rest of my term and
when re-elected I will continue to
serve the people of McLennan
County, whether that be protecting
them from the criminal on the
street or protecting them from po-
lice abuses,” Fedzell smd Wednes—
day.

Waco Police Chief Larry Seott
has been openly critical of Feazell,
saying that Feazell's reluctance to
prosecute certain drug and DWI
cases has resulted in low morale
among the city’s police officers.

Feazell said Wednesday the
chasm between him and Scoft
should not discourage county resi-
dents from voting for him (Fea-

. zell) in the 1986 elections.

“No more than they need to be
concerned about voting for a city
councilman who will keep a chief
of police in office who has a con-
flict with the district attorney who
was elected by the people fo do a

~ job,” he said.

Feazell said he would not be sur-
prised if the federal grand jury in
Austin eventually indicts him, but
he said he doesn’t believe the sur-
rounding controversy will ad-

versely affect the Democratic
Party’s chance of retaining the dis-
trict attorney’s office.

“An indictment doesn’t mean
anything but a bunch of finger-
pointing. Our (state) attorney
general (Jim Mattox) was indicted
and he went on trial and proved it
was a bunch of bogus stuff brought
by a bunch of powerful people.

“I think you remember that dur-
ing the last election there was a
grand jury looking into allegations
made about (Sheriff) Jack Har-
well. He didn’t loese a single box,”
Feazell said.

The federal grand jury m Aus-
tin, which recessed after meeting
for about six hours on Monday, is
scheduled to resume on Friday.



