‘Department sends response to Feazell

. By DARRELL DUNN
Tribune-Herald staff writer

The U.S. Justice Department in Wash-
ington has completed a preliminary re-
view of a civil rights violation complaint

lodged by McLennan County District At- )

torney Vic Feazell in December, and has
mailed Feazell a response.

Feazell said Friday he had not re-
ceived the response, but that he hopes
the Justice Department has decided to
launch a full-scale investigation of what.
he maintains is a conspiracy to violate

his civil rights.

John Wilson, assistant director of pub- -

lic affairs for the Justice Department,
said Friday a response letter from assist-
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ant U.S. Attorney General William Brad-
ford Reynolds was mailed to Feazell on
Wednesday. Wilson said he could not re-
veal the contents of the response.

“It could be any number of things,”
Wilson said. He said the letter could in-
form Feazell that the Justice Depari-
ment intends to launch an investigation
or has found his allegations unfounded,
or that the letter could be a request for
additional information.

In the complaint, Feazell alleges that
representatives of the U.S. Justice De-
partment, FBJ, Texas Department of .

- Public Safety and Waco Police Depart-

ment conspired to violate his civil rights,

“I'm hoping that someone will ring my
doorbell and say, ‘We're here {o investi-
gate all this mess.’ I'd like to get them

going,” Feazell said. “I would be glad to

provide (Reynolds) with reams of addi-
tional information.”

Feazell alleges the conspiracy was de-
veloped under the direction of Col. Jim
Adams, director of the DPS, in retalia-
tion for Feazell’s involvement with a 1985
McLennan County grand jury probe that
raised questions about the Texas Rang-
ers Homicide Task Force, which at one
Lime listed nearly 200 murders as cleared
by Lucas’ confessions.

Feazell also said assistant U.S. Atior-
ney Jan Patterson, Waco Police Chief
Larry Scoti, DPS intelligence officer
Ron Boyter and an unknown FBI agent

- “conspired to suborn perjury by offering

a convicted felon (Clyde Kelly .r.)
money and federal protection to falsely
testify to a federal grand jury against

‘me.

“I think that if there is a complete and
lotal investigation, there will be some
jobs on the line. Some heads will roll. It’s
possible that some people will be indict-
ed, and I'm not talking about me or any
lawyers in Waco. I'm talking about peo-
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ple in the FBI, DPS and US.
Attorney’s office,” Feazell said.

Feazell said he believes Ms. Pat-
terson is making a “last-ditch” at-
tempt to indict him on a racket-
eering charge before the Feb. 3 fil-
ing deadline for candidates. As of
Friday, no candidate had filed for
McLennan County district attor-
ney, although Feazell announced
last year he will seek re-election.

“T think they’re going to try real
hard to indict me in the next three
weeks. But, I think if the grand
jury exercises any common sense
at all, they’ll see what's going on,”
Feazell said.

Feazell maintains that Ms. Pat-
terson is attempting to tie Feazell
to a McLennan County burglary
ring led by Kelly. Ms. Patterson
has taken custody of Kelly and
Daniel Ralph Arechiga, two men
accused by Waco police of being
involved in as many as 100 residen-
tial and business burglaries in 1984
and 1985.

Ms. Patterson took custody of
Kelly in November and Arechiga
on Wednesday. She said both men
are being questioned about weap-
ons violations and said that Arechi-
ga’s arrest “has no relationship to
the (Fédzell) grand jury investiga-
tion.”

Arechiga’s wife and sister, how-
ever, say that when they talked
with Arechiga during a federal ar-
raignment Wednesday, Arechiga
told them Ms. Patierson had re-
peatedly questioned him about
Feazell, although Arechiga told

her that he had never met Feazell.

Gloria Krise, Arechiga’s sister,
said Ms. Patterson told her it was
routine fo ask people brought into
her office about Feazell.

“I said, ‘Well, did you ask him
about President Reagan? He does-
n't know him either’.”

“I think this latest course of ac-
tion, just makes the slimy trail of
the serpent more visible. If it gets
anymore slimy, there will be more
innocent people slipping in it,”
Feazell said.

“Don't believe that America
dosen’t have political prisoners.
We have one right now by the
name of Danny Arechiga. They
would not have arrested him if it
had not been for Vic Feazell. Why
did they interrogate him for five
hours on a six-month-old pistol
charge?” Feazell asked.

“What is this? ‘Mission Impossi-
ble? It's just real’odd. Clyde Kel-
ly’s attorney is Rod Goble, who
also represenied Ron Boyter, the
DPS intelligence man who has
been investigating me. And then
when they have to appoint some-
one to represent Arechiga, they
appoint Paul Gartner, a former
Republican opponent of mine,” he
said.

Feazell said Arechiga was ar-
rested by Waco police in a Waco
bar in September on a burglary
charge relating to Kelly. He said
that in the bar, behind a counter,
next to a cash register, was a pis-
tol. Feazell said he did not believe
there was enough evidence to in-
dict Arechiga on the weapons
charge.



