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Although Vic Feazell contends
he was indic retdliation for
launching an investigation into the
many confessions of Henry Lee
Lucas, he says his confrontational
pattern of bucking the establish-
ment started before he was
elected McLennan County district
attorney. -

But while Feazell maintains his
federal indictment came in the
wake of his “stepping on the wrong
toes too many times,” federal au-
thorities say he was arrested for
accepting bribes, obstructing jus-
tice and violating racketeering
laws.

The past year was one of tri-
umph and tragedy for the 35-year-
old prosecutor. A day after being
indicted, arrested and handcuffed
Sept. 17 on federal racketeering
and mail fraud charges, Feazell
sang country songs and preached
against what he called the “begin-
nings of a police state” at a politi-
cal rally to raise funds for his re-
election.

On Oct. 31, a 38-page affidavit
submitted by federal investigators
to obtain warrants to seize items
from Feazell was released. It
charged Feazell with accepting
bribes, violating federal election
codes, threatening potential wit-
nesses against him and illegally
. taping conversations in his office,

Four days later, Feazell was re-
elected to his second term by gain-

ing 53.3 percent of the vote against
Republican challenger Paul Gart-
ner. Flashing the familiar symbol
that has become his trademark —
thumbs up with hands together as
if shackled — Feazell, an ordained
Baptist minister, praised God at
his vietory party. ,

Feazell attributes his problems
to different activities; his victory
in a lawsuit against a large Waco
bank before he was elected; his
stand against former policies of
the Department of Human Ser-
vices; his criticism of the Waco In-
dependent School District in an in-
cident involving the conviction of a
school principal for child abuse:
and “at least 20 more” incidents.

He says his actions illustrate his
desire to “do what is right and not
what is easy.”

“I am the kind of guy who shows
[ do what is right fime and time
again,” Feazell said. “The system
s not accustomed to having an in-
lividual like me inside and they
want me out. The enly way to sur-
vive in the bureaucracy is to be
mediocre, and I refuse to do it.

“You are supposed to turn a
blind eye to the wrongs and to the
abuses in the system in the govern-
ment, and I cannot and will not do
it‘” -
Trial set for 1987 \

So while Feazell and his attor-
neys prepare to face his trial

tentatively set for Feb, 2 in Austin,
Feazell says he is trying to live

Vic Feazell celebrates hls re-election in November

down 1986.

If convicted, Feazell faces 90
years in prison and a maximum
fine of $560,000. The indictment ac-
cuses Feazell of taking 14 separate
bribes totaling $19,360 between
May 29, 1984, and April 10, 1985.

The indictment alleges Feazell
instructed certain lawyers to in-
crease legal fees charged to
clients, a portion of which would
be given to Feazell under the guise
of a campaign contribution.

The federal grand jury investi-

gating Feazell in Austin continues
to meet and several Waco attor-
neys, Feazell's assistants and for-
mer assistants and Waco business-
men have been summoned, some
as recently as Dec. 18, to testify.
Reports continue to circulate

that a superseding indictment

against Feazell and indictments
against Waco attorneys and others
are forthcoming,

Feazell maintains that the in-
dictment against him is in retalia-
tion for a McLennan Countv erand
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jury investigation into confessions ;
made by convicted murderer
Henry Lee Lucas. But Col. Jim
Adams, director of the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety, and |

federal prosecutors have said the |

investigation  against Feazell |
began before the Lucas grand jury
proceedings.

When asked to offer proof that
the case against him is retaliatory
in nature and not begun before the
Lucas grand jury investigation,

Faazoll eaid “Oama tn tha trial 2






