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The words of San Francisco legal scholar Ephraim Mar-
golin seem to reverberate almost daily off the courtroom
walls where 120th state District Judge Brunson Moore
presides.

“Black hole ... black hole ... black hole ..."

And the judge knows he's been sucked right into it.

The latest round of the Henry Lee Lucas case is creeping
into its seventh week. It's part of a series of pretrial
hearings that started almost 14 months ago. Another week
or two remain. After that comes a month or two of jury
selection followed by a long trial. ‘

Much of the case already has spilled out during the
pretrial hearing on a defense motion to suppress Lucas’
one-time confession to the 1983 ax slaying of 72-year-old
Librada Apodaca in her Lower Valley home.
| Inanattempt to discredit the validity of that confession,

defense lawyers Rod Ponton and Doris Sipes have dissect- -
ed scores of other Lucas murder confessions — bogus

confessions. And they have had ample cases to choose
from among the hundréds of confessions that Lucas once
passively signed for police, ,

The Lucas case is absolutely mind-boggling, the San
Frauncisco law professor and prominent lawyer testified
-several months ago. That's because any confession com-
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a lawyer. That letter is one of -
more than 100 exhibits already
admitted into pretrial evidence.
Maybe Lucas wasn't fond of
lawyers. But why didn't the rang-
ers forqe Lucas to consult a law-
yer while he was confessing to
hundreds of murders? They .
kn'ew' he had spent time in a
Michigan state hospital for the
criminally insane.
In add;tion to Lucas, 14 other
people either have confessed to




