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question that it
was a brutal, senseless execution
and a deliberate act.” :

Waco attorneys Ken Ables and
Fred Horner, appointed by Allen to
represent Belyeu, asked the jury
Lo show compassion.

“I'm begging you for meney. I
can understand your verdict being
borne out of rage, out of shock, out
of fear. But this isn’t a time to let
those emotions control  you,”
Horner said. .

Ables told the jury that there
were still too many unanswered
quesions.

“We still don't know if it was

Earnesi Moore or Clifton Belyeu

| who killed Melodie Bolton. We

'don't know who pulled the trigger

{ onthat gun,” Ables said.

i

Ables told the jury he does not
believe the death penally is a
proper punishment, )

“Most civilized Western nations
do not allow capital punishment, It
Just doesn’t work as a deterrent . ..
The Ayatollah Khomeini allows it.
Some Third World countries allow
it. As a society, should we kill with-
out necessity Cliffon Belyeu? Is
death the only solution for this
problem?” Ables asked.
~ He urged jurors to “turn the
other cheek.”

McLennan County Districi At
lorney Vic Feazell asked the jury
to consider the torment of the Bo.
ton family, ,

“See the tears of Jerrel Bolton
... See the love they felt for Melo-
die Bolton,” he said.

“I wondered what (the defense)
was going to say good about Clif-

ton Belyeu. They couldn’t think of
anything except to argue philoso
phy and compare our system (o
the Ayatollah and (Adolf) Hitler,”
Feazell continued.

Feazell said Belyeu’s history of
criminal action and abusive behay-
lor are indicative of what Belyeu
will do in the future.

“(Belyeu) wants to tell you,
‘Don’t blame me. It was demons. It
was Earnest Moore. Don't blame
me. Don’t hold me responsible.’ It
doesn’t have anything to do with
demons like (Belyeu) tells us. I

think he’s just flat mean,” Feazell [
said i i

“If he had wanted to, he could
have supported his family. He
could have made a living by the
sweat of his brow instead of by the
blood of others,” Feazell said.

He said the murder of Mrs, Bol-
ten “was something (Belyeu) had
been working up to for a long time.
It was almost as if it was his life's
ambition to kill someone.”

Jury foreman Don Bays had no
comment about the jury’s deliber-
ations except to say “there was
Just too much evidence against
(Belyeu).” i

Ables said he was disappointed
in the jury’s decision,

“We argued 1o try and save a
man's life, We felt life in prison
would have been an appropriate
punishment for this crime,” he
said.

Death penalties are automati-
cally appealed, and Ables told
Allen in court that he would pursue
an appeal,

“I think there are two or three
areas where we may have some
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Jury foreman Don Bays said there was too much evidence

against Clifton Belyeu

pretty strong grounds for an ap-
peal, although I don’t want to £0
into them now,” Ables said.

Feazell had praise for the work
of Deaconson, Sheriff Jack Har-
well, the McLennan County Sher-
iff's Department and Deputy
Truman Simons,

During the final days of the
trial, Ables and Horner on at least
lwo occasions told the jury that
Feazell would use “showmanship”
and “theatries” to sway them emo-
tionally.

courtroom,” Feazell said “T Just
80 in and be myself. If Someone
believes in what they are doing
they can get emotional . I get
emotional in all capital murder
cases.”

Feazell said no date has been
set for the trial of Moore. He -said
the trial is expected to pe moved
out of McLennan County. Feazell
said Allen is looking for another
county and district Jjudge willing to
accept the change of venue.

“I don’t use theatrics in the




